Lipoprotein (a): a prothrombotic risk factor for coronary artery disease.
New data on the interactions between lipoprotein (a) [Lp(a)] and the coagulation-fibrinolytic system, which emphasize the importance of the activity of lysine-binding sites on apolipoprotein (a) [apo(a)], provide an increasingly strong basis for the role of Lp(a) in thrombosis. Further insights into the genetic control of Lp(a) levels show that inherited factors other than the size of the apo(a) gene are important. The clinical relationship between Lp(a) and coronary heart disease has been more firmly established by two further large prospective cohort studies. The consensus that the concentration of Lp(a) does not predict the outcome of thrombolytic therapy still holds, although Lp(a) does affect endogenous fibrinolysis after myocardial infarction. The effect of Lp(a) on mortality should soon be known.